AS220’s Original Music Policy:

AS220 exists to assist in providing local artists with an outlet for their unique artistic expression.

Our performance space exists for all forms of local original music in all its glory.  We welcome all original musical works and seek to present a forum for the voices of all people, as diverse as they come, in their truest form. We hope we can help create a space that will nurture your creative original works, and so we’ve decided to put together an explanation of how we define original music.

Some of today’s music includes some remixing and mashups of sounds that have been recorded by other artists.  Some inclusion of other people’s copyrighted material in the creation of your own original work is allowed under “fair use” laws.  However, AS220 has a no covers policy, which means that an artist can not perform another artist’s song in it’s entirety without written permission (unless it is a song that exists in the public domain or is registered under the creative commons).  More info on the no covers policy and the boycott of ASCAP/SESAC/BMI can be found on our FAQ flyer.

AS220 considers an original artistic work to fit the following guidelines:

*The work is an expression of your ideas in a completely unique way

*The work combines the work of other artists to create a unique work (example: Danger Mouse “The Grey Album” or “The Emergency Broadcast Network)

 *The work incorporates other artist’s work within the guidelines of “fair use” (example: a parody: Weird Al’s song “Amish Paradise”)
FAIR USE:

Fair use of other people’s copyrighted work is tricky to define, but there are some guidelines that can be used when determining whether an artist has sampled someone else’s work in an appropriate manner. When determining whether an artist was fair in their use of someone else’s copyrighted material, the following factors are important to consider: the nature of the use, the nature of the work used, the extent of its use, and its economic effect.  You can determine whether your sampling is fair through the following criteria:

*The unlicensed use of another artists’ work should transform the material taken from the original work by using it for a different purpose than it’s original intent.  It doesn’t simply repeat the original idea. (Karaoke would be an example of repeating the original idea.  Weird Al’s “Eat It” is an example of a new work in the form of a parody.) 

*Parody: The Supreme Court has defined a parody as “the use of some elements of a prior author’s composition to create a new one that, at least in part, comments on that author’s works.” Example:  Alice Randall’s publication “The Wind Done Gone” which told the story of Gone With The Wind from the point of view of Scarlett O’Hara’s slaves who were glad to get rid of her.  

*The amount of material taken was appropriate, considering the nature and use of the copyrighted piece. (The greater the size of the sample the more problematic the issue may be).

*The artist is acting in good faith and isn’t looking to benefit from someone else’s ideas. 

The above explanation of fair use was lifted and remixed from an article that was put out by the Center For Social Media in the “Code of Best Practices in Fair Use for Online Video” available online at http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org/remix
